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Representatives of the Alaska salmon canning industry have rejuested
Coordinator of Fisheries Harold L. Tches %o vegin plans at once for a resumniion
next year of the concentration nlan under which the industry is successiully
operating this season.
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Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Deputy Cocrdinator, rernorted totay to Coorcinater
Ickes that at a meeting of salmon canners, together with renrssentatives of both
fishermen and cannery workers, it was VOt‘Q co retuest the Csorclnauol to apnoint
a2 commnittee to work out plans for the season of 1244,

Mr. Ickes has agreed to the annointment of the committe
its work as far in advance of next year's operations as nosgl

begin

Dr. Gabrielson reported that DOuh.]nMuSuTy and labor felt that the concen-
tration plan had worked out well and that a similar arrangenent would again be
necesgary if the manpewer and meterials situations in Aflasia continned tense due
to war conditions,

The Alaska salmon canning industry is the Territory's most imporiant busi-
ness enterprise and employer of labor. Decidedly seas onul, the Indusiry nust
import the majority of its lahor, meterials, and equipment, With Llinited supnlies
of labor and equipment available, due to the war, it becane n=cessary Lo lostitute
the Concentiation Plan under which the industry centered its olerations in its
most efficient plants, and which vrovided for a sort of rationing of transnorta-
tion, floating equipment, and labor arong the various nroducarse

"Without the concentration nlsa d,' Dr. Gabrielson told Mr. Tclies, “the
industry would have become involved in ruinous competition for 7@/or, transnorta
tion space, and equipment. As it tumed out, the industry was able te produce
more canned salmon by onsrating fewer A,Qnts, with much less 1abor, and less
equimnment than would have been used under normal conditions.
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"Neither the industry nor the <overnment vishes ﬁo continue such controlled
operations any longer than necessary, but so long as such conbrcels are regquired,
T am ¢lad to see that they can work svoobthly and with the cocrerstion of both
industry and labor, All things consicdered, I feel that we have o right to be
proud of the job that has been done this season.“
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